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Matt. 8:1-17 
Healings of Leper, a Gentile and a Woman 

 
Introduction 
Matthew 7 finished examples of Jesus Teachings in the Mountains and hills above the 
sea of Galilee.  
No doubt these are a collection of Jesus teachings over a period of time.  Matthew was 
not trying to give us a perfect Chronological layout of Jesus, but various instants to 
show us His nature, teachings, and His power.   
Now chapter 8 is just focused on Jesus Healing powers. No doubt this examples were 
woven in day by day within His travels and teaching ministry. 
Let’s notice the unique and personal way Jesus touches lives. 
 
8:1-2   LETS CONSIDER NEXT HOW THIS LEPER CAME TO JESUS !!!! 
Matt 8:1-2 
When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him.2 And 
behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing, You can 
make me clean." 
 

A. The first Miracle  recorded in the gospel of Matt. Is that of Leprosy: 
The Gospel of Matt. And Mark, are not in Chronological order.  The Miracles 
are put in away to tell a story and make an impact.  When we read ancient works 
we need to be careful to think that they would write, like we would in the 
modern western mind set. 
Matt. Put a bunch of miracles together here in Ch. 8, to tell a story to show the 
power of Jesus. 
 
Cleansing of Leprosy, is a picture of sin, and cleansing of leprosy is a picture of 
the cross and forgiveness through the cross. 
 

B. Leprosy  
LEPORSY IS AND WAS A VERY RADICAL DISEASE !!!! 
& in Jesus day it was one of the most feared diseases of all .  
 
Today: 
The root word behind lepros (leper) means "scaly," which describes one of the 
earliest and most obvious characteristics of leprosy. 
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Most medical historians believe that leprosy originated in Egypt, and the 
leprosy bacillus called myobacterium leprae has been found in at least one 
mummy that also showed the typical scaly evidence of the disease on its skin. 

 
Wikipedia: Leprosy  
 At the end of 2016, there were 173,000 leprosy cases globally, down from 
some 5.2 million in the 1980s. The number of new cases in 2016 was 216,000.  
Most new cases occur in 16 countries, with India accounting for more than half.  
In the past 20 years, 16 million people worldwide have been cured of leprosy. 
About 200 cases are reported per year in the United States.   
 
Leprosy is still incurable.   
However with drugs it can be arrest the development, so that a person with 
leprosy may live a fairly normal life. 
 
The United States government maintained 1894-1999 a leprosarium known as 
Carville in Lousiana, were people can go and be treated.   
In 1999, ownership was transferred to the state and the clinical operation 
relocated to Summit Hospital (now Ochsner) in Baton Rouge. 
 
Dr. Hansen was the first one to isolate and identify the leprosy bacillus,( 
myobacterium leprae) 
Because of the terrible stigma attached to the word leprosy, it is now referred to 
as “Hansen’s disease”.  

 
There continues to be much debate among scholars as to whether or not the 
disease commonly called Hansen's disease today is the same as biblical 
leprosy. 
 

A. The Disease  
It appears that the disease of Leprosy is a picture of sin. 
 

1. Leprosy starts below the surface of the skin. 
2. Eventually causes the skin to rise, and a fleshy spot appears and then turns 

white. 
3. The persons skin turns white & flesh begins to deteriorate. 
 

Lev 13:1-3 
And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:2 "When a man has on 
the skin of his body a swelling, a scab, or a bright spot, and it becomes on 
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the skin of his body like a leprous sore, then he shall be brought to Aaron 
the priest or to one of his sons the priests.3 The priest shall examine the 
sore on the skin of the body; and if the hair on the sore has turned white, 
and the sore appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a leprous 
sore. Then the priest shall examine him, and pronounce him unclean. 
 

4. then begins to spread throughout the body and the home 
 
Lev 13:51-52 
If the plague has spread in the garment, either in the warp or in the woof, 
in the leather or in anything made of leather, the plague is an active 
leprosy. It is unclean.52 He shall therefore burn that garment in which is 
the plague, whether warp or woof, in wool or in linen, or anything of 
leather, for it is an active leprosy; the garment shall be burned in the fire. 
 
Lev 13:45-46 
45 "Now the leper on whom the sore is, his clothes shall be torn and his 
head bare; and he shall cover his mustache, and cry, 'Unclean! 
Unclean!'46 He shall be unclean. All the days he has the sore he shall be 
unclean. He is unclean, and he shall dwell alone; his dwelling shall be 
outside the camp. 
 
Note: Jewish Law 
Among the sixty-one defilements of ancient Judaism, leprosy was 
second only to touching a dead body in seriousness. Cover face / 
UNCLEAN  
The Talmud forbade a Jew from coming closer than 6 ft. of a leper, &  
if the wind was blowing, the limit was 150 ft. - extremely contagious  

 
5. Eventually the effects of the disease are clearly seen as spongy tumor like 

swellings, ulcerating the body (hands, feet, nose, eyes, etc.)  
6. The ulcers worsen and parts of the body literally begin to rot away  
7. The rotting, creates a horrible stench !  

 
QUOTE:  
William Barclay described what a leper looks like: "The whole 
appearance of the face is changed, till the man loses his human 
appearance and looks, as the ancients said, "like a lion in the face . The 
nodules grow larger and larger. They ulcerate. From them there comes 
a foul discharge. The eyebrows fall out, the eyes become staring. The 
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voice becomes hoarse and the victim wheezes because of the ulceration 
of the vocal chords. The hands and feet always ulcerate. Slowly the 
sufferer becomes a mass of ulcerated growths. The average course of the 
disease is nine years, and it ends in mental decay, coma, and ultimately 
death. The sufferer becomes utterly repulsive both to himself and to 
others." 

 
8. One of the most brutal aspects of the disease is that there is a break down 

in the nervous system - which causes a Leper to not feel pain.  
 

QUOTE:  
William Barclay described what a leper looks like: "The whole 
appearance of the face is changed, till the man loses his human 
appearance and looks, as the ancients said, "like a lion in the face . The 
nodules grow larger and larger. They ulcerate. From them there comes 
a foul discharge. The eyebrows fall out, the eyes become staring. The 
voice becomes hoarse and the victim wheezes because of the ulceration 
of the vocal chords. The hands and feet always ulcerate. Slowly the 
sufferer becomes a mass of ulcerated growths. The average course of the 
disease is nine years, and it ends in mental decay, coma, and ultimately 
death. The sufferer becomes utterly repulsive both to himself and to 
others." 

 
9. One of the most brutal aspects of the disease is that there is a break down 

in the nervous system - which causes a Leper to not feel pain.  
 

QUOTE:  (L. S. Huizenga) 
In his book Unclean! Unclean! describes some of the horrors of leprosy. 
The disease which we today call leprosy generally begins with pain in 
certain areas of the body. Numbness follows. Soon the skin in such spots 
loses its original color. It gets to be thick, glossy, and scaly.... As the 
sickness progresses, the thickened spots become dirty sores and ulcers 
due to poor blood supply. The skin, especially around the eyes and ears, 
begins to bunch, with deep furrows between the swellings, so that the 
face of the afflicted individual begins to resemble that of a lion. Fingers 
drop off or are absorbed; toes are affected similarly. Eyebrows and 
eyelashes drop out. By this time one can see the person in this pitiable 
condition is a leper. By a touch of the finger one can also feel it. One can 
even smell it, for the leper emits a very unpleasant odor. Moreover, in 
view of the fact that the disease-producing agent frequently also attacks 



 5 

the larynx, the leper's voice acquires a grating quality. His throat 
becomes hoarse, and you can now not only see, feel, and smell the leper, 
but you can hear his rasping voice. And if you stay with him for some 
time, you can even imagine a peculiar taste in your mouth, probably due 
to the odor. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1927, p. 149; cited in William 
Hendriksen, The Gospel of Matthew [Grand Rapids: Baker, 1973], p. 
388) 

 
QUOTE:  
Dr. Paul Brand of Carville, Louisiana, one of the world's foremost 
experts on leprosy, describes how "leprosy patients lose their fingers and 
toes, not only because the disease can cause decay, but because they lack 
pain sensations.  
Nothing warns them when water is too hot or a hammer handle is 
splintered. Accidental self-abuse destroys their bodies."  

 
A person with leprosy in his hands could put his hand on a hot stove and 
be severely burned without even feeling the pain. 

 
Dr. Brand observed: 
In villages of Africa and Asia, a person with HD has been known to reach 
directly into a charcoal fire to retrieve a dropped potato. Nothing in his 
body told him not to.  
Patients at Brand's hospital in India would work all day gripping a shovel 
with a protruding nail,  
or extinguish a burning wick with their bare hands,  
or walk on splintered glass.  
 
The daily routines of life ground away at the HD patient's hands and feet, 
but no warning system alerted him.  
If an ankle turned, tearing tendon and muscle, he would adjust and walk 
crooked. If a rat chewed off a finger in the night, he would not discover it 
missing until the next morning .... 
 
Story:  Dr. Brand 
On one occasion, he tried to open the door of a little storeroom, but a rusty 
padlock would not yield. A patient--an undersized, malnourished ten-
year-old--approached him smiling. 
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"Let me try, sahib, doctor," he offered and reached for the key. With a 
quick jerk of his hand he turned the key in the lock. 
 
Brand was dumbfounded. How could this weak youngster out-exert him? 
His eyes caught a telltale clue. Was that a drop of blood on the floor? 
 
Upon examining the boy's fingers, Brand discovered the act of turning the 
key had gashed a finger open to the bone; skin, fat, and joint were all 
exposed. Yet the boy was completely unaware of it! To him, the sensation 
of cutting his finger to the bone was no different from picking up a stone 
or turning a coin in his pocket. 

 
C. Behold, a leper came and worshipped Him:  

He came in HUMILITY & IN FAITH  
First humility - He fell down on his face & he referred to Jesus as Lord!  
In doing so he was announcing the fact that he was absolutely helpless to change 
his own physical condition  
He was throwing himself humbly at the mercy of Jesus ! He didn’t come 
demanding of Jesus - HUMBLY BEGGING - ASKING  
It was the appropriate way for a subject to address his king - not demanding - 
but pleading  
Realizing his plight - rested purely in Jesus’ hands  

 
D. Lord,  

Not another self help book, not another seminar, not another counseling 
appointment. 
It is Jesus, that you need.  
He alone is the answer. 

 
Trivia point: 
In addition, this is the first place in the gospel where Jesus is called Lord; a 
term that was particularly meaningful in light of the fact that the word Lord 
was used to translate the Hebrew word Yahweh. 

 
E. if You are willing:  

The leper has no doubt whatsoever about the ability of Jesus to heal.  
His only question is if Jesus is willing to heal. 
 
Let there be no doubt in anyone’s mind to day. 
Jesus is willing. 
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He loves you more than you want to be loved. 
He wants to forgive you more than you want to be forgiven. 
He wants to accept you more than you want to be accepted. 
 

John 3:16 
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
 
Rom 8:31-32 
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us?32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 
 
Rom 10:12b 
12 ……, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 

 
F. You can make me clean:  

This leper wants more than healing. He wants cleansing, not only from the 
leprosy, but from all its debilitating effects on his life and soul. 
 
Notice the leper’s absolute faith.  
At this point in history, no Jew had ever been healed of leprosy. 
2 Kings 5, is a story about a Syrian general, Naaman  that God healed through 
the prophet Elisha.  

 
8:3   NOTICE JESUS’ RESPONSE 
Matt 8:3 
3 Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." 
Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 
 

A. He put out His hand and touched him:  
NOTICE JESUS’ RESPONSE - He put out His hand and touched him, 
saying, I am willing be cleansed  

 
There are those who think that Jesus is breaking the Mosaic Law by touching 
this leper - it was forbidden  
I believe the man was healed at the moment Jesus spoke the word. 
This is a bold and compassionate touch from Jesus. It was against the 
ceremonial law to touch a leper, which made the touch all the more meaningful 
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to the afflicted man. Of course, as soon as Jesus touched him, he was no longer 
a leper! 

 
Jesus often varied the manner of healing, and usually He chose a particular 
manner that would be meaningful to the afflicted individual. 
 
Jesus touched him, because Jesus was loving him. 
The man had been repulsed by people, even his own family. 
The leper had probably not felt human touch for years. 
 
Jesus is not repulsed by us, no matter how much sin has ravaged us. 

 
B. I am willing:  

Jesus’ assurance that I am willing simply answers the man’s question, and gives 
us a starting point for the times we wonder if Jesus is willing to heal. We should 
assume Jesus is willing to heal, unless He shows us differently. 

 
8:4 Show yourself to the Priest 
Matt 8:4 
4 And Jesus said to him, "See that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to 
the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." 
 

A. See that you tell no one:  
Why did Jesus often command people to be somewhat secretive about their 
healing? His desire was to keep down the crowds until the proper time for His 
formal revelation to Israel, which was an exact date as prophesied in Daniel 9. 

 
B. Show yourself to the priest:  

Jesus does command the man to give a testimony to the priests, and what a 
testimony this was! The Mosaic Law prescribed specific sacrifices to be 
conducted upon the healing of a leper, and the priests had to "blow the dust" off 
that portion of their law (Leviticus 14). 
 
Jesus does command the man to give a testimony to the priests, and what a 
testimony this was! The Mosaic Law prescribed specific sacrifices to be 
conducted upon the healing of a leper, and the priests had to "blow the dust" off 
that portion of their law (Leviticus 14).   
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Matt 5:18-19 
"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come 
to destroy but to fulfill.18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth 
pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is 
fulfilled. 

 
In the 1,500 years since it had been written it had never been used. 
I am sure that many priest thought that God had put this portion in the Bible for 
no reason at all. 
This must have completely blown the minds of the priest when a healed leper 
showed up, asking for the purification ceremony.  
 
And what Jesus did would have become front page news.  
As we go on in the scriptures we discover that many lepers would be healed as a 
testimony to the religious leaders and the whole nation. 
 

Acts 26:26 
26 For the king (Agrippa), before whom I also speak freely, knows these 
things; for I am convinced that none of these things escapes his attention, 
since this thing was not done in a corner. 

 
Leviticus 14  -   Ceremony of the Cleansing of a Leper  
Lev 14:4-7 
4 then the priest shall command to take for him who is to be cleansed two living and 
clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop.5 And the priest shall command that one of 
the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over running water.6 As for the living bird, he 
shall take it, the cedar wood and the scarlet and the hyssop, and dip them and the living 
bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water.7 And he shall 
sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed from the leprosy, and shall 
pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose in the open field. 
 

A. Two living and clean birds,  
This seems to be a picture of Jesus’ death and its spiritual application; a 
“heavenly” being (as a bird is “of the heavens”) dies in an earthen vessel, while 
remaining clean (because of the running water). The death of the bird is 
associated with blood and water; the blood is connected with life (applied to the 
living bird), and then applied to the one cleansed. 
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B. cedar wood,  
Cedar is extremely resistant to disease and rot, and these qualities may be the 
reason for including it here - as well as a symbolic reference to the wood of the 
cross. Some even think the cross Jesus was crucified on was made of cedar. 

 
C. scarlet, and  

This is a fabric that is double died and can not be reversed from its red color. 
 

Isa 1:18a 
18 "Come now, and let us reason together," 
Says the LORD, 
"Though your sins are like scarlet, 
They shall be as white as snow; 

 
D. hyssop 

The connection with hyssop is also important. Jesus was offered drink from a 
hyssop branch on the cross and when David said purge me with hyssop in Psalm 
51:7, he was admitted that he was as bad as a leper. 

 
Ps 51:7 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 
John 19:29-30 
29 Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge 
with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth.30 So when Jesus had 
received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And bowing His head, He 
gave up His spirit. 

 
E. The leper would be sprinkled 7 times: 

• Seven is the number of completion.   
• 7 notes in a scale, then the 8th begins it a new. 
• 7 days in a week, and the 8 begins new week. 
• Jesus was pierced in 7 places on his body. 
• Jesus had 7 sayings on the cross. 

 
The final being “it is finished”. 
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F. The live bird would go free. 
Jesus came into a human “earth and vessel”, that he be the “living water” and 
through His blood, we might be cleansed, healed and set free. 
 

Rom 6:23 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 
Heb 10:8-10 
8 Previously saying, "Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for 
sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them"(which are offered according 
to the law),9 then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He 
takes away the first that He may establish the second.10 By that will we have 
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
Heb 13:12 
12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, 
suffered outside the gate. 
 
Isa 52:14 
14 Just as many were astonished at you, 
So His visage was marred more than any man, 
And His form more than the sons of men; 

 
2 Cor 5:21 
21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him. 

 
8:5-6   Centurion pleading with Jesus  
Matt 8:5-6 
Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with 
Him,6 saying, "Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented." 
 

A. A centurion came to Him:  
The centurion is obviously a Gentile, because a centurion was an officer in the 
Roman Army. Most every Jew under Roman occupation felt a reason to hate 
this centurion, yet he comes to a Jewish teacher, and not for a selfish reason, 
but on behalf of his servant. 
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i. The centurion had an unusual attitude towards his slave. Under Roman 
law, a master had the right to kill his slave, and it was expected that he 
would do so if the slave became ill or injured to the point where he could 
not work. 

 
B. Pleading with Him:  

This shows that the centurion did not make a casual request. Matthew describes 
him as pleading with Jesus on behalf of his servant. 

 
8:7  Jesus, “I will come….” 
Matt 8:7 
7 And Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him." 
 
8:8-9   We are both “under” authority ……thus we have power 
Matt 8:8-9 
8 The centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under 
my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed.9 For I also am a man 
under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and 
to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 
 
8:10   I have not seen such faith among the Jews as I have seen from this Gentile 
Matt 8:10 
10 When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, "Assuredly, I say 
to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! 
 
 
8:11-13   Many Jews will be cast out, and Gentiles will be received because of their 
faith 
Matt 8:11-13 
11 And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.12 But the sons of the kingdom 
will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."13 
Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be 
done for you." And his servant was healed that same hour. 
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8:14-15   Jesus heals in minor ways as well as in big ways 
Matt 8:14-15 
14 Now when Jesus had come into Peter's house, He saw his wife's mother lying sick 
with a fever.15 So He touched her hand, and the fever left her. And she arose and 
served them. 
 
8:16-17   A lot more person healings of Jesus, no time to go into all of them 
Matt 8:16-17 
When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And 
He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick,17 that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 
"He Himself took our infirmities  
And bore our sicknesses." 
 
Conclusion 
 
This section of Matthew shows four different people being healed, each one different 
from the other. 
 

1. Different people were healed:  
 

• A Jew with no social or religious privileges.  
• A Gentile member of the army occupying and oppressing Israel.  
• A woman, related to one of Jesus’ devoted followers.  
• Unnamed multitudes. 

 
2. Their requests were made in different ways: 
 

• A direct request from the sufferer, made in his own faith.  
• A request from one man for another, made in faith on behalf of a 

suffering man.  
• No request made because Jesus came to the sufferer, so there was no 

evidence of faith from the healed.  
• Sufferers that were brought to Jesus, with different kinds of faith. 

 
3. Jesus used different methods to heal: 
 

• Jesus used a touch that was forbidden.  
• Jesus used a word spoken from afar.  
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• Jesus used a tender touch.  
• Jesus used a variety of unnamed methods. 

 
Poem:  
“The touch of the Master’s hand”  

 
               "Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer,  
                  thought it scarcely worth his while,  
 
                To spend much time with the old violin,  
                  But he held it up with a smile.  
 
                What am I bid for the old violin?  
                  A dollar, a dollar, who'll make it two? 
                Two dollars, who'll make it three?  
 
                  Three dollars once, three dollars twice,  
                Going for three, but no,  
                  From the back of the room came a gray haired man, 
                And he picked it up with the bow. 
 
                  He wiped the dust from the old violin, 
                And tightening the loosened strings, 
                  He played a melody as pure and sweet, 
                As caroling angels sing. 
 
                  The music ceased, and the auctioneer 
                With a voice that was quiet and low, 
                  Said, "What am I bid for the old violin, 
                And he held it up with the bow. 
 
                  A thousand dollars, who'll make it two, 
                Two thousand, who'll make it three, 
                  Three thousand once three thousand twice, 
                And going and gone said, he. 
 
                  The people cheered, but some of them cried, 
                We cannot quite understand, what changed its worth, 
                   Swift came the reply, the touch of the Masters hand. 
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                And many a man with life out of tune, 
                   and battered and scarred by sin, 
                Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd, 
                   much like the old violin. 
 
                A mess of pottage, a glass of wine, 
                   A game and he travels on, 
                He's going once, he's going twice, 
                   He's going and almost gone, 
 
                But the Master comes, and the thoughtless, 
                   Crowd never can quite understand, 
                The worth of a soul and the change 
                   That is wrought, by the touch of the Master's hand. 
 
 
 
 


